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Scaly-bark
The sweet orange alone is subject to this form of gumming
which occurs in patches quite generally over the trunk and
large limbs to a considerable height. In this case the outer
bark breaks and comes away in small, dry scales, leaving the
living bark underneath with a rough and noduled appearance
and with a large number of small gum pockets which exude
only a small amount of gum. In severe cases, the infected
tree or branch drops its leaves, and after languishing for a year
or two, finally dies. In some cases, large vigorous trees may
support a few scaly-bark patches for many years without
any serious reduction in crop. While this disease has been
investigated for a number of years, the cause has not yet
been discovered, and no satisfactory treatment is known.
Where the disease occurs only on the branches, they should
be cut off below the diseased area and burned. Where
the disease occurs on the trunk, it is advisable to scrape the
bark thoroughly and apply bordeaux paste, inasmuch as in
certain instances this has appeared to be of some value.
Twig Gumming
Young trees and nursery stock are sometimes affected with
gumming of the twigs which is apparently caused by copious
irrigation when the soil has become too dry. The gum
breaks out along the small twigs all over the tree with splitting
of the bark, dropping of leaves, and dying back of twigs.
Vigorous trees always recover and the trouble may be pre-
vented by giving due attention to regular irrigation. Some-
times this form of gumming is caused by a period of desic-
cating north wind. Such winds do not affect the mature
wood, but often cause the bark to split and drops of gum
form on vigorous young shoots.